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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.8(a) and 1.10* 

(When using Express MaH, the Express Mail label number is mandatory; 
Express Mail certification is optional.) 

I hereby certify that, on the date shown below, this correspondence is being: 

MAILING 

K deposited with the United States Postal Service in an envelope addressed to the Assistant Commissioner 
for Patents, Washington, 0.C 20231 

37 ORFL § 1.8(a) 37 CJ%R § 1/KT 

E with sufficient postage as first class mail. □ as -Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" 

Mailing Label No (mandatory.) 

TRANSMISSION 

□ transmitted by facsimile to the Patent and Trademark Office. 



Date: tO^t*! 

t~k* s# Egbert 




(type or print name of person certifying) 
•WARNING: Each paper or fee filed by Express Mail must have the number of the "Express Mail" mailing label 
placed thereon prior to mailing. 37 C.F.R. § 1.10(b). 

"Since the filing of correspondence under § 1.10 without the Express Mail mailing label thereon 
is an oversight that can be avoided by the exercise of reasonable care, requests for waiver of this 
requirement will not be granted on petition." Notice of Oct 24, 1996, 60 Fed. Reg. 56.439. at 56.442. 
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NOTE: "An information disclosure statement shall be considered by the Office If filed by the applicant 

(1) Within three months of the ffing date of a national application; 

(2) Within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in § 1.491 in an 
international application; or 

(3) Before the matting date of a first Office action on the merits, whichever event occurs fast" 
37 CffL § 1.97(b). 

NOTE- 'Each individual associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor 
and good faith in dealing with the Office, which induces a duty to disclose to the Office all information 
known to that individual to be material to patentability as defined in this section. ' 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(a). 

"Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of 
this section are: 

(1) each inventor named in the application; 

(2) each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application 
and who is associated with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation 
to assign the application. " 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c). 

NOTE: The "duty as described in § 1.56 will be met so long as the information in question was cited by the 
Office or submitted to the Office in the manner prescribed by §§ 1.97(bHd) and 1.98 before issuance 
of the patent" Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13 -25 at 17. 

WARNING: "No information disclosure statemem rriay be filed in a pmvisional appGca^ § 1.51(b). 

List of Sections Forming Part of This Information Disclosure Statement 

The following sections are being submitted for this Information Disclosure Statement: 

(check sections forming a part of this statement: discard unused sections 
and number pages consecutively) 

1. (2 Preliminary Statements 

2. Q FORMS PTO/SB/08A and 08B (formerly FORM PTO-1449) 

3. □ Statement as to Information Not Found in Patents or Publications 

4. □ Identification of Prior Application in Which Listed Information Was Already Cited 

and for Which No Copies Are Submitted or Need Be Submitted 

5. □ Cumulative Patents or Publications 

6. B Copies of Listed Information Items Accompanying This Statement 

7. □ Concise Explanation of Non-English Language Listed Information items 

7A. □ EPO Search Report 

7B. □ English Language Version of EPO Search Report 

8. □ Translation(s) of Non-English Language Documents 

9. Q Concise Explanation of English Language Listed Information Items (Optional) " 

10. 0 Identification of Person(s) Making This Information Disclosure Statement 



(complete the following, if appropriate) 

Sections ( respectively, have been continued on ADDED PAGE(S). 

NOTE: "Once the minimum requirements are met the examiner has an obligation to consider the information ' 
Notice of April 20, 1992 (1138 O.G. 37-41, 37). 
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Section 1. Preliminary statements 

Applicants submit herewith patents, pubOcations or other information, of which they are 
aware that they believe may be material to the examination of this application, and in respect 
of which, there may be a duty to discJose. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a representa- 
tion that a search has been made (37 C.F.R. 1.97(g)), an admission that the information 
cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other material information 
exists. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission 
against interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992. 1135 O.G. 13-25, at 25. 



(information Disclosure Statement 
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of 



J 



Section 6. Copies f Listed Information Items Acc mpanying This 
Statement 

A/07& 37 0FJI 1SS(aK2) nsqucnes that any talbrmatton dbctosure statement 1S7 shall include: 

m A legible copy of: (1) Each U.S. and foreign patent; $) Each publication or that portion which caused 
it to be listed; and (tii) AM other information or that portion which caused it to be listed, except that 
no copy of a U.S. patent application need be included ..." 

NOTE: The wording in § 1 .98(a)(2)(iii) makes H dear that the requirement to submit a copy of each item of 
information listed in an information disclosure statement does not apply to the citation of a U.S. patent 
application. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13-25, at 14. 



Legible copies of ai! items listed in Forms PTO/SB/08A and 08B (formerly Form PTO-1449) 
accompany this information statement. 

(complete the following, if applicable) 
□ Exception^) to above: 

□ Items in prior application, from which an earlier filing date is claimed 
for this application, as identified in Section 4. 

□ Cumulative patents or publications identified in Section 5. 



(Information Disclosure Statement— Section 6. Copies of listed Information Items Accompanying 

This Statement (0-1}— page of ) 



Section . Concise Explanation of English Language Listed Information 
Items (OPTIONAL) 

N07E: *AppKcmtsmay.lfthey¥fch,prov^ 

submitted and how H h understood to be relevant Concise explanations are helpful to the Office, 
partkxMarty where dootrnento 

relevant to patentabSity or where a large number of documents are submitted and applicant is aware 
that one or more are highly relevant to patentabiGty." Notice of April 20. 1992 (1138 O.G. 37-41, 38). 

U.S. Patent No. 5,733,300, issued on March 31, 1998 to Pambianchi et al., teaches a 
device that makes a standardized surgical incision one millimeter deep by five millimeters long 
for accurate sensitive bleeding time testing. The blade automatically retracts after incisions so as 
to ensure safety. The device includes a large contact surface that distributes the downward force 
over a wider area of skin so as to reduce the potential for deep non-standardized cuts. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,662,672, issued on September 2, 1997 to Pambianchi et al., discloses a 
previous model of the invention covered by U.S. Patent No. 5,733,300. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,031,619, issued on July 16, 1991 to Pompei, describes a method for 
determining bleeding time which includes a cutting assembly and a member for providing a 
compensation factor as a function of the temperature of the patient. The cutting assembly 
provides an incision of predetermined dimensions for external bleeding therethrough. The 
compensation member measures temperature of the patient throughout the period of external 
bleeding and provides a compensation factor as a function of the sensed temperature. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,628,929, issued on December 16, 1986 to Intengan et al., presents 
another type of retractable bleeding time testing device. This device includes a housing, a 
hammer mechanism pivotally positioned within the housing and having a cam surface, and a self- 
retracting shuttle supported within the housing and including a cam follower surface. The shuttle 
is operative to travel in a vertical direction by the movement of the cam surface along the cam 
follower surface and the force exerted on the shuttle by a first spring extending from the shuttle. 
A cutting blade is secured to the shuttle and is operative to move out of the housing to make the 



incision and then to self-retract into the housing. A second spring is operative to exert a force on 
the hammer to cause it to move along the cam follower surface and to cause the shuttle to travel 
downwardly thus causing the blade to travel out of the housing to make the incision. The second 
spring is also operative to move into a locked position to secure the blade within the housing 
after the blade has retracted back into the housing. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,064,871, issued on December 27, 1977 to Reno et al., teaches a 
bleeding time testing device that includes a housing having a surface with a slot defining a 
longitudinal opening into the housing. A blade is mounted within the housing for movement of 
the blade tip through and along the slot. Biasing springs are provided within the housing to urge 
the blade through the slot a predetermined distance and along the slot for a predetermined length 
to control the depth and length of an incision produced with the device. A trigger is provided to 
initiate movement of the blade along with a safety pin to prevent the inadvertent activation of the 
device. 
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Section 10. Identification of Person(s) Making This Inf filiation 
Disci sure Statement 



The person making this statement is 

(check each applicable item) 
(a) □ the inventors) who signs below 



SIGNATURE OF INVENTOR 



(type name of inventor who is signing) 

(b) □ an individual associated with the filing and prose- 
cution of this application (37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c)) 



SIGNATURE OF INVENTOR 



(type name of inventor who is signing) 

(c) 0 the practitioner who signs below on the basis of 
the information: 

(check each applicable item) 

□ supplied by the inventors). 

□ supplied by an individual associated with the filing and prosecution 
of this application. (37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c)) 

S in the practitioner's file. 



Reg. No.: 30,627 

Tel. No.: ( ) 71 3-224-8080 

Customer No.: 24106 




SKSNATUREffB^fUCTmONER 

Johjf S. Egbert 

(type or print name of practitioner) — - 
Harrison & Egbert 
412 Main St., 7th Floor 

P.O. Address 

Houston, Texas 77002 



(Information Disclosure Statement— Section 10. Identification of Persons) Making This Information Disclosure 

Statement 16-1] — page of ) 



•J iJ^jpiea^ type a plus sign (+) inside this box — > I + I 



Unfle V the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 



PTO/SB/08A (10-96) 
Approved for use through 10/31/99. OMB 0651-0031 
Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



+ 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Sheet 



1 
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Complete if Kn wn 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



10/612,499 



July 2, 2003 



GALLOWAY, Edward L. 



3731 



1779-7 
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| FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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Foreign Patent Document 
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Considered 





•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 




Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231 . 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 . 



